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but the close contract with the rmnllcr variety mr.de them _ appear 
almost like herons. The first migratory S aV annah Sparrowc were noticed 
on Sept. 4) their larger size and darker coloration making them at 
once recognizable from our snail local bird ,Brooksi. None were collected, 
but there is little doubt that thev were the "bird's identified for me by 
Dr. Joseph Grinncll as Passcrculus sandwichonsis savanna. Those birds 
usually become extremely abundant in September. 

*************** 
Observation by Charles de B. Green, Marron Lake, B.C. 

Northwest Fish Crow. 

_*_ 

On the 20th of April, 1914, being camped on Langara Island, B.C. 
with an Indian, I vras astonished to hear v;hat seemed like young crovs 
being fed. On the beach vrere about twenty crows,and several of these 
were behaving exactly like young just out of the nest whilst the 
mothers wore feeding them. 

What really happens is hardly less interesting, and light vras thrown 
on it in 1J<16, when watching a rookery at Vibrey-sur-'.farne in France. 
There was a rookery of several hundred nests and the birds wore 
beginning to set. The males vrere feeding the females at the nest, and 
when ho arrived, the hen received the food in the same manner as a 
young bird, flopping its wings and making the same swallowing noise. 

There can be no doubt but that the female ctom aaks for food from 
the male as soon as she feels the material instinct in the spring, 
and gets it. 

*******■** + ***** 

An off day on Graham Island. 

-*- 

After watching Townsond Warbler and Kadiac Pine Grosbeak building 
nests 400 yards from each other on the 6th of Juno, 22 miles from 
Masset, Queen Charlotte Islands, it vras with some hope of good luck 
that I walked back 14 days later, but it vras no surprise or bitter 
disappointment to an old hand at the game to find both nests deserted. 
There had been heavy rain and wind whilst the nests vrere under con- 
struction and it seems likely that a nest begun in fine weather some- 
times shows itself badly placed when the first bad weather comes, and 
is deserted. Nest building is such a rapid and simple affair that 
unless the young are hatched, nests arc often deserted in bad weather, 
and sometimes even young. 

The Townsend had been using conrde moss gathered high up on the dead 
branches' of neighboring trees when first seen building her nest in the 
usual site, i.e. saddled on a spruce limb under the short sprigs which 
grow along the upper side, 50 foot from the ground and 8 feet out from 
the trunk. Lashing three boughs together and carrying the rope to the 
trunk 20 feet or so above the nest bough, I vras able to get out and look 
into the nest. It had been deserted when about ready for eggs. 

The same day I found two more Townsend nests, but with young. These 
nests with young are easily found because, though the nest is generally 
from 50 to 100 feet up and quite invisible from above or below even 
with glasses, the parents feed the young with insects caught on the 
lower limbs and trunks of the neighboring trees. At first one thinks 



11 



which grow along tK» upner side, 50 feet from the ground and 3 feet out from the 
trunk. Lashing three houghs together rnd carrying the rope to the trunk 20 feet or 
so above the nest bough, I -was able to get out and look iato the nest. It had been 
deserted When about ready for eg,cs. 

The same day. I found two more Tomsend nests, but with young. Those nasts 
with young are easily found because, though the nest is generally from 50 to 100 
feet up mid quite invisible from below or above even with glasses, the paients feed 
the young with insects caught on the lower limbs and trunks of the neighbor lag trees. 
At first one thinks that the birds are lining the nest with some soft material but 
the glasses show that it is the gray gauzy wings of some insect, probably moth, set- 
tled on the lower trunks and limbs. I did not see the male assist at -the building, 
but he had — aite ceaced his eternal song and was busy atboth nests feeding the young. 
Probably no oologist would be disappointed by such a day unless he was very inex- 
perienced. But that afternoon gave me the bitterest disappointment of 20 years col- 
lecting. 

A few miles away there was a shallow water-lily pond of about 300 acres 
which had "oeen partly dained, leaving 50 acres of shallow water in which "rare un- 
covered stumps and platforms of twisted roots of big spruce trees which had grown to 
3 or 4 feet in diameter before a subsidence of land had drowned them. Ho sighs of 
the trunks were left, but the stumps find roots had become preserved by the water 
and couriously enough were flat is if the thing had been planed level by the action 
of the water. One walked on them as on planks. Some were dry and some in a few inches 
of water; some still covered with water and most surrounded by a dense growth of 
water lily leaves. The whole .-.rea was surrounded by heavy forest and swamp. 

I was collecting nests of Semipalraated Plovers round the drained and stony 
edges of the pond, perhaps 50 yards, wide, when I heard the outcry of a Yellowlegs 
which soon came screaming towards me and after me as I made the tour of the lake 
trying to locate his made. The female didnt show up that afternoon so 1 went back 
next day ;md after an hour fovnd her feeding furiously in shallow water near shore 
close to some stumps and roots showing above water; perhaps 20 yards out. I his behin 
a spruce tree but the male knew my position and lit 50 yards further down, stood stil ; 
and keot up an incessant out-ory. The female never uttered a note but fed towards me 
in three inches of water, 1 am not sure she even saw me. Opposite me 50 yards away 
ires a sprucestump in the water with. itSe twisted roots spreading out a few inches 
higher than the water, Four feet away from this she stopped Ceding suddenly and 
rtood perfectly still for over a half-hour while the male keot up the ceaseless cry 
of r-larm. v.liat would she do when the alarm r topped? At last it stopped, and to my.jc 
ehe instantly ran the four feet ?nd hopping over the outside root, settled down on 
her nest, but kept her head and necx straightened up for several minutes. Finally 
the neck shortened very slowly till the bill was straight with the back, or nearly 
so. I hordly needed my glasses at 50 yards. My feelings may be understood by any 
collector whose collection does not hold Yellowlegs. Cramped by happy I rose up 
and instantly the male cam« screaming to the female, flow around her, showing all th<) 
tail and white rump, till he seemed half white, and then flew off screaming. I 
want straight for my four eggs, got there in four seconds and rubbed my eyes. I 
doubted whether I was awake; couldn't believe what I saw. 3he h-^d been sitting in 
two inches of water. 

I went back next day to basset and poured it out to Brooks. He said, TJy 
dear fellow, don't you know thnt that bird breeds in "ay on tho dryest muskeg? 
7-311, nay-be! "ais uon deplai.^e a Major B. 
I don't know, ".'/ho knows? 



